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QUOTE: AT ITS MEETING ON 17 NOVEMBER, THE ESA 
AERONAUTICAL SATELLITE PROGRAMME BOARD INSTRUCTED THE 
EUROPEAN DELEGATION TO THE AEROSAT COUNCIL TO REQUEST 
A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON 18 DEC. IN ORDER TO HEAR 
AT FIRST HAND THE OUTCOME OF THE MEETING OF THE SPACE 
BOARD ON 17 DECEMBER. THE NECESSARY FORMAL REQUEST 
HAS BEEN SUBMITTED TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE AEROSAT 
COUNCIL. IT MAY ADDITIONALLY BE OF INTEREST TO YOU 
TO NOTE THAT THE PROGRAMME BOARD INDICATED IT WISHED 
TO BE DRAWN TO THE ATTENTION OF THE CO-SIGNATORIES 
OF THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING CONCERNING THE 
AEROSAT PROGRAMME THE FACT THAT THE PROGRAMME 
BOARD IS ONLY MANDATED TO CARRY OUT THE PROGRAMME 
DEFINED IN THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING AS SIGNED. 

A DEVIATION FROM THAT MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
WOULD NECESSITATE THE RECOMMENCEMENT OF DISCUSSIONS 
WITHIN EUROPE REGARDING PARTICIPATION IN THE PROGRAMME. 
MOREOVER. THE PROGRAMME BOARD WISHED TO MAKE IT CLEAR 
THAT IF BY 31 IANUARY 1976 IT IS APPARENT THAT THE 
FAA (EITHER DIRECTLY OR THROUGH THE LEASING ARRANGEMENT 
WITH COMSAT-GENERAL) STILL HAS INSUFFICIENT FUNDS TO 
FINANCE THE AGREED PROGRAMME, THE PROGRAMME BOARD 
WILL NO LONGER BE IN A POSITION TO IUSTIFY THAT THE 
AVAILABLE FUNDS CONTINUE TO BE RESERVED FOR THE 
AEROSAT PROGRAMME. UNQUOTE. 
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